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The Corps of Discovery 
1804-1806 


“Lewis & Clark” 


Exploring the Louisiana 
Purchase of 1803 


¢ Missouri ¢ Montana 

° Iowa ¢ Idaho 

¢ Nebraska ¢ Washington 
¢ South Dakota ¢ Oregon 


North Dakota 


Map of the Expedition 
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The People 


The Corps of Discovery 
1804-1806 


Exploring the Lousiana Purchase 


of 1803 
Thomas Jefferson 
President of the United States 1801 - 1809 
Author of the Declaration of American Independence 
Acquired the Louisiana Territory in 1803 


Meriwether Lewis and William 
Clark 


Co-Captains and Leaders 


“The 


Noatiralict” 


The Corps of Discovery 


Expedition Members 


William Bratton 


Jean Bapiste 
Charbonneau 


Toussaint Charbonneau 


William Clark 
John Collins 

John Colter 
Pierre Cruzatte 
George Drouillard 
(Drewyer) 

Joseph Fields 
Reubin Fields 
Robert Frazier 
Patrick Gass. 
George Gibson 
Silas Goodrich 
Thomas Howard 
Francois Labiche 
Jean Bapiste Lapage 


Meriwether Lewis 
Hugh McNeal 
John Ordway 
John Potts 
Nathaniel Pryor 


Sacajawea (wife of 
Charbonneau) 


Seaman (Lewis’ dog) 
George Shannon 
John Shields. 

John Thompson 
Peter Weiser 
William Werner 
Joseph Whitehouse 
Alexander Willard 
Richard Windsor 
York - Clark’s slave 


The History 


President jetrerson’s 
Instructions 
to Captain Lewis 


Find the most practical water route to 
the Pacific Ocean (follow the Missouri 
and Columbia Rivers to their sources) 


Establish friendly relationships with 
all tribes encountered and record 
information about them 

Map the country traveled 

Document new species of plants and 
animals encountered 


Results of following the 
President’ Instructions 


¢ A water route with practical portage was not 
discovered - a great disappointment to Jefferson 

¢ Friendly relations were established with nearly 
all tribes 

¢ A large number of maps were made 
documenting the entire route in a great amount 
of detail 

¢ Hundreds of new species documented 

° In the 1840s, the expedition results were used 
to lay claim to the territory, especially the 
northwest 


Expedition Chronology 


°® 1803 

® Down the Ohio River 

® Wintering at Camp Dubois 1803-1804 
°® 1804 - 1805 


® Follow the Missouri River (Missouri, 
lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and 
North Dakota) 


® Winter over in the Mandan Villages 
1804-1805 


Expedition Chronology 


(cont.) 
© 1805 


© Up the Missouri River through Montana 
© **Westward across the Bitterroot 
Mountains 
® Aug 10, 1805 (Lewis) - Sept 26, 1805 
(Party) 
® Down the Columbia River to the Pacific 
Ocean 
© 1805-06 
® Winter encampment at Fort Clatsop on the 
Pacific Ocean 
® 1806 
© Up the Columbia River to the Rocky 


Mountains 
; *KMy Research 
© **Eastward across the Bitterroot Mountains 


Factoids 


° Sacajawea 


- Not a guide but helped with landmarks 
and navigation on the Beaverhead River 
and Gallatin Valley in Montana 

- Gathered roots and herbs for the 
expedition 

- Her brother (Cameahwait) was chief of 
the Lemhi Shoshoni Tribe 


- Helped show tribes that the party was 
peaceful 


- What is her name? (Bird Woman) 
—- What was her fate? 
¢ Only One Died - Sergeant Floyd 
- Sioux City, lowa (Appendix or Sepsis) 


Campfire Stories 


The Whiteman is coming - Nez Perce oral 
tradition about prophecy that white men 
would be coming to their land 


York and Clark - York, who was Clark’s 
Slave, made the i and was pretty much 
treated as an equal member in the party. 
However, he was not given his freedom and 
land at the end of the expedition and had to 
wait several years 


Clark’s romances - Some Nez Perce believe 
that Clark fathered a son with a Nez Perce 
woman 


The “fish eyes” - The young Nez Perce boys 
that first encountered the expedition 
reported seeing strange beings with fish eyes 
and there faces up side down (the beards) 


Geograpny, Maps 
& Earth Science 


mages Recorded in 
ournals 


January 21—M arch 17, 1806 


43. Head of Cock of the Plains 
(sage grouse, Centrocercus urophasianus), 


March 2, 1806, Codex J, p. 107 


mages Recorded in 
ournals 


16. Fish Net, May 11, 1806, Voorhis No. 3 


_ Lewis - The Naturalist 
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Figwort Family (Scrophulariaceae) 
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Clark - The Map Maker 


~. 
ait i 
eee 
4 Sf # > re 
spine galing 
Font ee: 
f BF a5 Paani e C 
‘ t 
; *3/ V-92° , 
gto 7 : ; 
po inn 5 
oe ‘ft x4 
7 Pe 


/ go i 
crm erie ye oH. raed 


Mn, 


Lolo Creek and Hungery Creek in the 
Bitterroot Mountains of North-Central Idaho 


My Work 


on 
Lewis & Clark 
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Dheard? ) 


Hungry Bear 


Pussycat 
Mountain Lion 


(Cougar) 


Mapping the Lewis & Clark Trail 
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GPS Menagerie 


Trimble 3- A ee Garmin 
Mode : Etrex Vista 
Antenna Handheld 
Garmin 12XL 
| Handheld 


Trimble Backpack 


Receiver Urine 


Data-logger 
Computer 


Trimble 
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Initial Processing of Data 


Zig-Zag Searching for the Trail 


It takes a 
large 
amount of 
searching all 
around to 
find the trail 
tread 


A bear has 
been 
inspecting 
this old log 
in search of 
insects 


Steve F. Russell on The Lewis and Clark Trail 


Newspapers 


SUNDAY 


February 27, 2000 


High-tech equipment used to plot Lewis 


Satellites, journals 
professor as he 
races historic trail 


By DAN GALLAGHER 
Associated Press Writer 
BOISE, Idaho — For L5 summers 
lowa State University engineering 
professor Steve sell has scram- 
bled along the same forest deadfa 
and rocky hillsides that Me : 
Lewis and William Cl 
Discover 
tr ide bes AS, uSS¢ ~arries ~ a x . - az ae base 
state-of the: art 
ent to ping 
the actual grot 
ssed as est o 
eacherous root Mountains 
1805 to reacl ewiston ared ; 
ind the Nez Perce Tribe who acted [== Wee Ss = : At swt Dearoexaes A/S y 
as Samaritans to the starved a 1999 AP Mle photo 
lebeste - lowa State University engineering professor Steve Russell looks at a pasture near Ross' Hole, Mont. 


The Lo Trail spans a land of 
: 5, Cu age. and in July, where Lewis and Clark met the Salish Tribe before crossing Montana's Bitterroot Mountains. 


The route is largely un Changed so much. The mountai the Ni and Middle 2 For Ks of the 1 
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Journals 


_TDAHO YESTERDAYS, 


FEATURES 


3 The Main Line Comes to Boise 
by BARBARA PERRY BAUER 


| 13 Report on the Feasibility of Irrigating 


and Reclaiming Certain Desert Lands 
in the Peyette Valley, Ada County, 
Idaho 

by P J. KINNEY 


IDAHO 


Showing 25 The Riddle of Hungery Creek, 
GeographicalFealures September 18-20, 1805, and 
Mathematical lems June 16, 18, 25, 1806 
Political Subdivisions by STEVE F RUSSELL 


On the Trail of Lewis and Clark 
THE RIDDLE OF HUNGERY CREEK 


SEPTEMBER 18-20, 1805, 
AND JUNE 16, 18, 25, 1806 


by Steve F. Russell 


Fascination with the route and camping places of Lewis and Clark has remained strong for more than 100 years. With the 
approaching bicentennial of the Corps of Discovery, this interest is only intensifying. What is more, increasing numbers of 
people are interested in following the route themselves-not always a wise idea, as is certainly the case with the area described 
here. 

This is the first in a series of articles that Steve Russell is preparing on his research of the route and camping sites as the 
Corps of Discovery crossed the mountains from the Missouri River basin to the Columbia River basin. Their passage through 
Hungery Creek and Fish Creek took them across what is now the Clearwater National Forest of north-central Idaho. They 
came through the area four times, once in 1805S and three times in 1806. The documentation of their various journals leaves us 
with a wealth of clues as to the route they followed, although William Clark’ s maps for this area are of limited value because of 
their topographic distortion. 

The author, who was born in Lewiston, is an electrical engineer on the faculty of lowa State University. His work on this 
project has grown as he has been more and more intrigued by the landscape crossed by the Corps-the campsites, the tread of 
prehistoric and historic trails, and the often very difficult terrain . His bibliography appears at the end of the article. 


History of the Area 
The Nez Perce 


Before they obtained the horse, the Nez Perce used 
foot trails to travel to important camping areas and 
family sites in the mountains, but these trails were 
probably very limited. After they began using horses 
for travel, things were different: frequent and relatively 
easy travel over a wide area became possible. Of the 
numerous Nez Perce horse trails, four were significant 
for this research. 

The first was the southern branch of the Nez Perce 
trail followed by Lewis and Clark through Hungery, 
Fish, and Eldorado Creeks. The second was a trail that 
went from upper Hungery Creek over Austin Ridge and 
down to Lolo Forks and then on to Musselshell 
Meadows. The third was the northern branch of the Nez 
Perce trail that went over Snowy Summit. The fourth 
route was the old Pete King Trail that went from the 
Lochsa River northward along the ridges to the Lolo 
Trail at Pete Forks Junction. It is highly probable that 
this trail had its origins in an ancient Nez Perce trail 
which connected villages on the upper Clearwater River 
with the Lolo Trail. In fact, it was probably the main link 
that connected the trails at the junction of the Lochsa 
and Selway Rivers with the Lolo Trail. For this article, 
the key part of the Pete King Trail is the segment that 


went north and south through Fish Creek Meadows. 
Most of this trail has been abandoned, and the lower 
elevations of the trail have been significantly impacted 
by logging activities. The upper trail was incorporated 
into the fire-suppression trail system by the Forest 
Service. 

The northern branch, which went over Snowy 
Summit, is the easiest route of the Lolo Trail System to 
follow into the Weippe Prairie. It is this route that 
George B. Nicholson chose for the Lewiston and 
Virginia City wagon road survey in 1866 and the route 
over which the Bird-Truax Trail would be constructed.’ 
Why Lewis and Clark followed the southern branch 
through such rugged country when a much casier route 
(Snowy Summit) was available is still puzzling. My 
opinion is that the Hungery Creek route was used in 
early spring and late fall (an early-late route) when 
Snowy Summit was buried in deep snow. Another pos- 
sibility is that this route was the one pointed out to 
unknown strangers entering the land of the Nez Perce. 

Olin D. Wheeler's explorations, undertaken «in 
observance of the Corps of Discovery's centennial, led 
him to choose the route from Hungery Creek to Austin 
Ridge and then down to Lolo Forks. This was no doubt 
a good Nez Perce trail in his time, but the route does not 
match the journal descriptions or courses and dis- 
tances.’ 
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Mapping the Corps of Discovery in Idaho 
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Fourth Annual 
Lewis and Clark Symposium 


"Trails Through Time" 


June 20-22, 2002 


Lewis-Clark State College 
Lewiston, Idaho 


Two Centuries, Two Peoples: 
A Confluence of Histories 


The 2002 Symposium will focus on mapping, studying, and 
retracing a part of the trail of the Corps of Discovery through 
the land of the Nez Perce. Speakers will present more 
specific views of culture, preservation, protection 
and the interaction of the two peoples: 


The Nez Perce Tribe and the 
Lewis and Clark Corps of Discovery 


"...this hi Mountain is covered with Spruce & Pitch 
pine fir..." Capt. Clark, September 13, 1805 
: (Lolo Summit) 


resentations 


Welcome to a preview of the 
Lewis and Clark Symposium 
Presenters: 


expedition of Lewis and Clark. On June 21, Steve will present his program entitled, 

"Ordway’s Salmon Fishing Excursion,” and participate in a panel discussion of the 
vill also be involved in a book signing event at the Lewis- 

Clark Center for Arts and History on June 21. Steve will provide participants with 


historical overviews and interpretations on the bus tour to the Salmon Trout Camp 


Emmy Wining Video 


CLA RK” ; ae 
iN {[DAH@ * 


Lewis and Clark were the first white men to set foot in Idaho. No 
other state can make that claim. But their fabled journey through 
Idaho's Bitterroot Mountains nearly defeated the Expedition. Two 
hundred years later Idaho Public Television examines the most 
difficult part of the Lewis and Clark Trail with a modern day group 
of explorers. 


_._ Copies of the hour long "Echoes of a Bitter 
Crossing: Lewis & Clark in Idaho” are 
available for purchase from Idaho Public 
Television by calling toll free 1-877-224- 


7200 or, in Boise, 373-7220. The cost of the video is $19.95 ($20.95 
with tax). 


Also available is the half-hour OUTDOOR IDAHO version, "Lewis & 
Clark in Idaho”. The cost of this video is $16.95 ($17.80 with tax). 


There is a shipping fee of $4.00 for the first tape and $.50 for each 
additional tape. 


BACK TO: Lewis & Clark In Idaho 


Award Winning Website 


Program Description 
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Sangent Patrick Gass, 


aymember of the Corps of 
Discovery, 
September 16, 1805 
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LOLO SUMMIT 


THE LEWIS AND CLARK PARTY CROSSED THIS 
PASS SEPT. 13, 1805, WESTBOUND FOR THE 


PACIFIC AFTER A LONG DETOUR TO THE SOUTH, 


mountains to the Salmon, 
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